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This is an office action for serial number 10/642,538. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claim 1 is withdrawn in view 
of the newly discovered reference (s) to Tizzoni and Berthiaume. 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference (s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1, 3-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, because the specification, while being enabling for 
an automatic anchoring device for the securement of objects 
wherein the object is an umbrella, does not reasonably provide 
enablement for an automatic anchoring device for the securement 
of objects and including an umbrella. The specification does 
not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, 
or with which it is most nearly connected, to make/use the 
invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 

Regarding claims 3-12, the phrase "extract/retract" renders 
the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the 
limitation ( s ) after the "/" are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 2173 . 05 (d) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Tizzoni 5,156,369 in Chaplin 5,311,949 in view 

of Berthiaume 6,471,176. Tizzoni discloses a main tube; anchor 

screw (17) with a plurality of helical taper (16); and inside 

assembly (14, 23, 25) comprised of components that fit together 

to form one mechanism inside the main tube; carrying handle 

(13). Tizzoni discloses all of the limitations of the claimed 
invention except for the reinforcement ring, a securing nut, 
power drive, gear reduction box, a power drive stabilizer, and 
positioning cone, a rechargeable battery, a DC electric motor, a 
three-function power switch. Chaplin teaches that it is known 
to have a main tube (12), a anchor screw (80), an inside 
assembly comprising a power drive (62), a gear reduction box 

(66), a power drive stabilizer and positioning cone (20), three- 
function power switch (18). The examiner takes official notice 
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that all the elements of claim 1 are parts/elements of a 
conventional power tool drill. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have modified Tizzoni to have included power drive, 
gear reduction box, a power drive stabilizer, and positioning 
cone, a rechargeable battery, a DC electric motor, a three- 
function power switch as taught by Chaplin, since it has been 
held that broadly providing a mechanical or automatic means to 
replace manual activity which has accomplished the same result 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Venner, 120 USPQ 
192. Tizzoni in view of Chaplin discloses all of the 
limitations of the claimed invention except for the 
reinforcement ring and securing nut. Berthiaume teaches that it 
is known to have reinforcement ring (18) and securing nut (38) . 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art to have modified Tizzoni in view of Chaplin to have included 
the reinforcement ring (18) and securing nut (38) for the 
purpose of providing a a well known means in the art for 
detachably attaching the device supporting pole as suggested by 
Tizzoni in column 3, line 50ff. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in 
this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Any inguiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kimberly 
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T. Wood whose telephone number is 571-272-6826. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be 
reached on 571-272-6698. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kimberly T. Wood/ 
Kimberly T. Wood 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 

January 21, 2009 



